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Candidates face off 
before May 11 election
by Lex Thomas

Candidates vying for seats on the Board of Select-
men, Board of Health, Trustees of the Conant Pub-

lic Library, and Town Moderator gathered at a public 
forum on April 24 to state their platforms, and answer 
questions posed by Sterling Meetinghouse News, and 
from the audience of about 25 Sterling residents.

Candidates for Board of Selectmen 
articulate vision

Candidates Maureen Cranson and Michael Padula, 
competing for one position with a 3-year term, both 
leaned on their records of service to the town, but 
took diff ering approaches to their visions for Sterling’s 
future.  

Cranson, who championed the fi ght for a new senior 
center and who is currently chair of the Senior Center 
Building Committee, cited her experience as an orga-
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Sterling Town Meeting and Election
Special Town Meeting — Monday, May 4  — 6:30 p.m.

Annual Town Meeting — Monday, May 4  — 7 p.m.
Chocksett Middle School

Annual Town Election — Monday, May 11
 7 a.m. to 8 p.m., Houghton School

The Annual Town Meeting Warrant is available  
in the Town Clerk’s Offi  ce, Conant Public Library, DPW, Sterling 

Municipal Light Department, and the 1835 Town Hall Rec. Offi  ce.
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(L to r) Board of Selectmen candidates Michael Padula and 
Maureen Cranson face the public on Candidates’ Night.
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Fire Dept. seeks voter 
support for staffing 
and equipment
by Lex Thomas

On May 4, Sterling residents will be asked to vote 
at the Annual Town Meeting on seven warrant ar-

ticles requested by the Sterling Fire Department. Chief 
David Hurlbut Jr. has provided Sterling Meetinghouse 
News with details about the articles, including how each 
is expected to directly aff ect the town. 

Utility vehicle replacement
Article 17 is a request for $82,500 to replace one of the 

department’s older utility vehicles. 
“This is the fi rst vehicle to respond to brush fi res and 
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Thanks to SMLD employees for customer 
service excellence 

Recently we hired an indepen-
dent market research company to 
conduct an independent survey 
of our customers. The results were 
very impressive. In every measure of 
customer service, the SMLD received 
industry leading marks for customer 
satisfaction. 

Excerpts from the study summary 
include, “Compared to other mu-
nicipal utilities in the area, loyalty/
advocacy towards SMLD was higher 
among residential customers and 
commercial customers…Net posi-
tive rating of 98.7 percent among 
residents and 96 percent among 
commercial customers...Ratings were 
driven by the reliable service of the 
utility as well as the responsiveness, 
knowledge base, and honesty of its 
staff.”

These high ratings are a demon-

strated testament to each employee 
for your dedication to doing your 
jobs to the best of your ability and 
striving for exceptional customer 
service, whether at the office, in the 
field or by telephone. You have all 
demonstrated true professionalism, 
reflected in the survey results. 

As members of the Sterling Mu-
nicipal Light Board, we are extremely 
proud of your efforts on behalf of the 
ratepayers of Sterling. 

Mike Rivers, Chairman, 
Matt Stelmach, Vice Chairman 

Brian Pierce, Clerk

Vote on May 11!
In just a few days, we will have 

the opportunity to vote. On May 4, 
I encourage everyone to attend our 
Annual Town Meeting. Understand 
where your tax dollars are spent and 
have a voice.

On May 11, we will go to the polls 
to select candidates to fill vacancies 
on various town boards. It would 
not be untoward to show our sup-
port for those who have stepped 
forward to participate in Sterling’s 
governing roles. We can show our 
appreciation by making May 11 a 
record turnout!

Maureen Cranson
Albright Road, Sterling

L e t t e r s

Letters to the Editor
Letters should be no more than 350 words, and must include 

your name, address, phone number and signature. 
Send email to editor@sterlingmeetinghousenews.com  

or mail to: Sterling Meetinghouse News, PO Box 914, Sterling, MA 01564. 

/
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The next issue will be out on May 23.
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L e t t e r s
Re-elect Menin for Board of Health

I am happy that Gary Menin is seeking another term on 
the Board of Health. Gary has spent a lot of his own time 
learning about the ever more complicated septic systems. 
Gary has always been available to me over the years and 
he can apply interpretations that others are not willing 
to even consider. The safety of Sterling is his first concern 
and he tries to satisfy requirements with common sense 
and a regard for our wallets.

Kirk Bodwell
Maple Street, Sterling

Former Sterling resident supports Menin
Having known Gary Menin for almost 30 years, I would 

like to strongly recommend him for another term on the 
Sterling Board of Health. Gary brings insight and ex-
pertise to bear when handling issues. His character and 
integrity serve residents and the town well. He offers an 
informed, common sense approach to issues large and 
small. Although recently relocated, I wanted the opportu-
nity to comment on Gary’s candidacy.

Tom Surette
Formerly of Birch Drive, Sterling
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Support for town 
moderator candidate

I am writing in support of Mri-
thyunjaya K. Annapragada (Amrith 
Kumar) for the position of town 
moderator. Amrith is well versed 
in the workings of our town, has 
experience and an excellent grasp 
of parliamentary procedures as 
well as our town’s bylaws regarding 
town meetings. He has been actively 
involved in town government and 
cares deeply about the efficient and 
effective management of our town’s 
governing and operating processes. 
Amrith believes in openness and 
inclusion in how our town is run and 
would make an excellent town mod-
erator. I strongly urge you to vote for 
him in the upcoming election.  

Larry Pape
Former Finance Committee Chair

Elliott Road, Sterling

Communications and 
accountability needed by 
selectmen 

As the Chair of the Personnel 
Board, I want to make citizens of 
Sterling aware that the Personnel 
Board did not write or approve 
Article 8 in the May 4 Annual Town 
Meeting Warrant. Article 8 was 
written and submitted by the town 
administrator, is incomplete and will 
need to be modified on the floor of 
the Annual Town Meeting. The Per-
sonnel Board submitted two articles 
that were not approved. The removal 
of our articles was voted on during a 
“special meeting” on Saturday morn-
ing, April 4. I wasn’t notified that our 
articles were not approved until after 
I asked the town administrator about 
their status. 

I am waiting for a response from 
the town’s legal counsel on the 
legality of the town administrator’s 

and Board of Selectmen’s actions on 
April 4 and the non-funding of the 
Human Resource Administrator posi-
tion. Over the past three years, the 
Personnel Board has been working 
on establishing consistent processes, 
using current data in HR decision- 
making, and timely follow-up on 
all issues. The Personnel Board will 
correct Article 8 and update the town 
on Sterling’s HR programs at the An-
nual Town Meeting in a timely and 
measured manner.

Jed Lindholm
Chair, Sterling Personnel Board

Cranson for Board of 
Selectmen

I enthusiastically support the 
candidacy of Maureen Cranson for 
the Sterling Board of Selectmen. 
Maureen is an energetic and tire-
less worker committed to support-
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ing what is in the best interests of the 
Sterling community. She promises 
to work toward improved comunica-
tion between town government and 
the people of Sterling. Additionally, 
Maureen hopes to revive and foster 
a stronger sense of community by 
encouraging volunteerism, coop-
eration and, above all, transpar-
ency.  Maureen believes in taking 
informed decisive action on issues. 
Please consider supporting the 
candidate committed to moving 
Sterling forward by casting your 
vote for Maureen Cranson on May 
11.

Linda Greene
Kendall Hill Road, Sterling

Menin for BOH
I would like to publicly state that 

I am supporting Gary Menin for 
re-election to the Board of Health. 
During his tenure on this important 
board, Gary has shown that he has 
the tenacity to work through the 
important issues that come before 
this board, and the town of Sterling. 
Exhibiting knowledge and under-
standing of not only Massachusetts 
general laws, but the issues that 
this board faces, Gary has routinely 
worked for the best amicable solu-
tion for all parties involved. I have 
found Gary to be very approachable 
on the issues. He is overall a genuine 
friend to Sterling. 

Please join me by voting for Gary 
on May 11. 

Peter Monaghan
Avery Lane, Sterling

Thanks for Palm Sunday 
Promenade for 
People support

Once again, Sterling has demon-
strated its compassion and concern. 
The generosity of our fellow citizens 
will enable the 24th Annual Palm 
Sunday Promenade for People to 
support charitable programs at the 
international and regional levels 
and, closer to home, to assist those 
in our community who are in need. 
We are grateful to so many individu-
als, municipal departments, local 
businesses and organizations for 
supporting this annual tradition of 
caring with their time, energy and 
resources. On behalf of all those 
who will benefit from your generosity, 
thank you!

Patrick Fox, Co-Chair
Palm Sunday Promenade 

Organizing Committee

Cranson has strength and 
integrity

Sterling needs strength in its 
leadership. The turnover in select-
men and town administrators over 
the last few years has brought in a 
lot of new people, so residents need 
a leader who has been involved in 
many aspects of the town and can 
bring a great deal of knowledge to 
the table. Maureen Cranson is the 
right person for the job.

Maureen’s experience in her 
40 plus years in Sterling and her 
involvement in many community 
projects in Sterling, mostly volun-
teering for many different projects 

and committees, will bring a foun-
dation of strength and knowledge 
that is invaluable to the town and its 
people.

Maureen’s many years in the busi-
ness world have given her experience 
in management, budgeting, team 
building, and personnel issues. 
Maureen is a proven leader. She has 
demonstrated a strong commitment 
to the town and is open minded and 
will consider all aspects of an issue 
before making decisions. Maureen 
has the integrity that the town leader-
ship needs.

Please join us in voting for Maureen 
on May 11.

Jack and Sarah Chandler
Pineview Road, Sterling

Editor’s note 

May is always a hectic 
month in Sterling, with 
both our Annual Town 
Meeting and our Annual 
Town Election coming up. 
The number of letters we 
receive complaining about 
issues around town as the 
year unfolds is always dis-
proportionately larger than 
the number of citizens that 
show up to vote at either 
event. Want to see change? 
Get out there and vote.  

–Lex Thomas 

Advertise in Sterling Meetinghouse News
Contact Mark Barbato at 978-422-9824 

or marksterlingmeetinghousenews@outlook.com.
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Hydrant fl ushing underway
Flushing of the town’s distribution system will contin-

ue throughout May and June. Users of the public water 
supply may temporarily experience low water pressure 
and/or dirty water. Town-wide fl ushing is performed in 
order to improve the quality of potable water.  For more 
information, call the DPW at 978-422-6767.  

Mandatory water ban in eff ect
In accordance with the Water Management Act Final 

Permit issued by the Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection, the town is required to enact 
a mandatory water ban from May 1 until September 30, 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The ban restricts daily “nonessen-
tial” outdoor water use from public water sources.

  

a n n o U n c e M e n t s

Gorczynski named top producer
Century 21 Center Home 

Team is proud to announce that 
broker/owner Clara Gorczynski 
has been awarded the 2014 Top 
Producer Ruby Award from the 
Worcester Regional Association 
of Realtors. An active broker for 
30 years in Sterling and sur-
rounding areas and a Sterling 
resident since 1970, Gorczynski 
specializes in residential sales 
and new construction. 

Hines named top producer
Jeff  Burk, Broker/Owner of RE/

MAX Vision has announced that 
Barbara Hines has received the 
“2014 Top Producer Award – 
Ruby Level” from the Worcester 
Regional Association of Realtors.  

“Barbara is the ultimate 
professional. Her clients place 
high value on her real estate 
knowledge and willingness to go 
the extra mile to understand their 
needs,” said Burk. “The entire RE/MAX Vision team views 
her as an attribute to the organization in every way.”  
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Barbara Hines

Black Bears active and seeking food 
Black bears are emerging from their winter dens. If 

you live in an area where bears have been spotted, it’s 
time to take down bird feeders. Bears will often ignore 
natural foods and head to a bird feeder for an easy 
meal. Bears revisit feeders, garbage cans, or open com-
post piles where they fi nd foods, and seek similar foods 
in neighboring yards.  

There are at least 4,000 black bears in Massachusetts 
and their range is expanding eastward. For more infor-
mation, visit mass.gov/bears. 

Beware of jury duty scam
Worcester County Sheriff  Lewis G. Evangelidis is 

warning residents about a phone scam threatening 
citizens with fi nes or jail time for failing to comply with 
jury service in federal or state courts. A caller identify-
ing himself as an offi  cer from the Worcester County 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce has attempted to pressure recipients 
into providing credit card and confi dential data. These 
calls are fraudulent and are not connected with the U.S. 
courts or the Worcester County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce. Anyone 
receiving such a call should notify the Clerk of Court’s 
offi  ce of the U.S. District Court in their area.
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Overdue dog licenses
As of April 15, a $25 late fee is being added to overdue 
dog licenses. Failure to license a dog may result in issu-
ance of a criminal complaint. Payment can be made at 
the Town Clerk’s Office, 1 Park St., Sterling.

Candidates face off 
before May 11 election
Candidates
Continued  from page 1
nizer and event planner, emphasizing that she would 
utilize her teamwork skills to bring back the sense of 
community she feels Sterling has lost over the years.

Padula, a veteran of numerous town boards and 
committees over the past 15 years, including Planning 
Board, the Massachusetts Regional Planning Commis-
sion, the Police Station Building Committee, and various 
search committees, said that his 25-year background 
as a self-employed business owner gave him the sense 
of fiscal responsibility he would bring to the position of 
selectman. 

Public awareness key to library success
Edward Tatten, candidate for one of two Trustees 

of the Conant Public Library seats with a 3-year term, 
stated that keeping the library current with technology, 
introducing new programs with wide public appeal, and 
keeping the community informed about the library’s 
many offerings, would be among his priorities.

Board of Health candidates differ on need 
for medical expertise

Candidate Sue Valentine and incumbent Gary Menin, 
competing for one seat with a 3-year term, each attempted 
to convince voters that the different backgrounds and 
skills they each have are most urgently needed by the 
Board of Health. 

Menin, an engineer and certified septic inspector argued 
that his experience was a key to dealing with Title 5 issues 
that constitute the bulk of the board’s concentration. 

Valentine, a nurse specializing in infection prevention, 
noted that the current board doesn’t include anyone 
with medical expertise, which she feels would hamper 
its effectiveness in the event of an infectious disease 
epidemic.

Streamlining the Annual Town Meeting
Amrith Kumar, candidate for the 3-year term as Town 

Moderator, described the smooth running of the Annual 
Town Meeting as the most important function of the 
moderator. He would like to keep future town meetings 
shorter than they’ve been in recent years, and believes 
that making them briefer and better organized would 
attract more local residents to attend and become  
involved in the process of decision-making for the town.
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Fire Dept. seeks voter support for staffing and equipment
Voter Support
Continued  from page 1

utility calls such as vehicle lockouts, 
water problems in basements, 
hazard investigations, and other 
small-scale incidents where a large 
piece of fire apparatus isn’t needed,” 
says Hurlbut 

The new vehicle will replace Squad 
1 which was involved in an accident 
in January 2013 that caused signifi-
cant front end and mechanical dam-
age requiring numerous subsequent 
repairs. The new vehicle, set up for 
forestry response and equipped with 
a plow, will become the department’s 
day-to-day service vehicle. In addi-
tion, it will have a crew cab which will 
allow four fire personnel to respond 
to brush and forestry incidents, 
rather than two, and function as a 
service truck to aid in all aspects of 
firefighting and training. 

Grant matching
In article 18, the department is 

seeking to approve a required 5 
percent fund match if successful in 
securing a Federal Fire Act Grant. The 
Sterling Fire Department applies for 
this grant annually, and communi-
ties with a population of fewer than 
20,000 must commit to the match. 
This year’s $77,500 grant request 
would require a $3,875 match. 

“We’ve had great success with this 
grant over the years, and equipment 
obtained through it eliminates the 
need for the town to appropriate full 
funding for equipment,” says Hurlbut.

Past grants have been used to 
acquire self-contained breathing ap-
paratus, a rescue boat, a forestry skid-
mount pump and protective cloth-
ing, an upgraded radio system, and 
a new large diameter hose, totaling 
almost $1 million. If successful this 
year, Hurlbut says the department is 

planning to replace the breathing air 
compressor and fill station for their 
self-contained breathing apparatus 
(SCBA), and replace several of the 
large diameter hose appliances on 
the apparatus. 
Jaws of Life replacement

Article 19 is a $35,000 request to 
replace the Jaws of Life apparatus 
on the department’s rescue/pumper, 
one of the original sets purchased in 
the 1970s. 

“It’s critical to ensure that the de-
partment has a reliable and service-
able set of Jaws,” says Hurlbut. “We’ve 
worked hard to maintain the equip-
ment, but as it ages, it’s getting hard 
to find replacement parts, and even 
harder to service.”

During annual preventative main-
tenance in 2014, the department 
learned that the current set was no 
longer supported and that replace-
ment parts are no longer available. 
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Voter Support
Continued  from page 8

“Currently, a set of O cutters is out 
of service because we can’t get a new 
cutting blade due to the age of the 
unit,” he adds. “These tools are es-
sential for the extrication of patients 
trapped in a vehicle or pinned by 
heavy equipment.”

In addition, there have been sig-
nificant improvements to extrication 
tools over the past 40 years. They are 
lighter weight, more maneuverable, 
stronger, and battery powered, no 
longer requiring them to be tethered 
to the apparatus and limited by a 
100-foot hydraulic line. The elimina-
tion of hydraulic pumps, hydraulic 
hoses or a generator to operate them 
eliminates several layers of mainte-
nance. 
Protective clothing for firefighters

In the second year of a two-year 
plan to purchase new and updated 
structural firefighting gear and 

equipment for firefighters, article 
20 is a $51,975 request to replace 
firefighter protective clothing, in ad-
dition to the 15 sets replaced during 
the past fiscal year.

“Personal protective clothing is the 
most important investment we make 
in the protection of our firefighters 
who are entering hostile environ-
ments,” says Hurlbut. “In addition to 
replacing gear due to wear and tear, 
improvements are made every year 
in the materials, which offer better 
protection, more durability, and inte-
grated safety systems.”

The last protective clothing 
purchase was in 2008 when all 
protective clothing was brought up 
to current National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA) standards. Current 
standards require gear to be main-
tained and inspected annually.  

“The average life of structural fire-
fighting gear is five years,” he adds. 
“We’ve averaged five to 10 years, 
depending on the activity level of our 

firefighters and types of exposure.” 
Annual lease payments 

Articles 21 and 22 seek to raise 
and appropriate annual lease pay-
ments of $38,867.20 for Ambulance 
1, a 5-year lease approved at the 
2013 Annual Town Meeting; and 
$62,148.05 for Engine 4, a 10-year 
lease approved at the 2011 Annual 
Town Meeting. 
Adding firefighter/paramedic 
positions

In article 23, voters will be asked to 
support the addition of two fulltime 
firefighter/paramedic positions, 
increasing the department’s wage 
commitment by $98,862. The two 
additional positions will allow the 
department to provide dedicated 
paramedic level (ALS) ambulance ser-
vice 24-hours per day throughout the 
year. As a paramedic level EMS pro-
vider, the Sterling Fire Department 
provides an advanced level of care 
that’s required on over 60 percent of 
EMS responses. This level of care has 
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40 articles up for voter 
support at Annual Town 
Meeting
by Lex Thomas

On May 4, Sterling residents will vote on 40 articles 
that will affect the town during the upcoming year 

and beyond. Here are some highlights:
Voters will decide whether to transfer $105,000 from 

the Stabilization Fund to cover the deficit in the snow 
and ice budget for 2015; citizens will consider amend-
ments to the Personnel Bylaw regarding regular and 
part-time non-union positions, placing some formerly 
unionized positions onto the non-union classification 
plan; voters will consider whether to raise and appropri-
ate, transfer from available funds, or borrow $160,000 for 
a new loader for the DPW; Chapter 90 funds of $627,181 
funded by the state will be approved by voters in accor-
dance with the DPW’s 5-year capital plan and approved 
by the Board of Selectmen; voters will weigh in on rais-
ing $9,153,088 as Sterling’s net minimum contribution 
to the WRSD budget; voters will be asked to approve 
raising and appropriating or transferring $17,000 from 
available funds to purchase a new server and three new 
computers for the town. In addition, an article will seek 
approval to direct the Board of Selectmen to enter into 
an inter-municipal agreement with one or more munici-
palities to form a Veterans Services District, which will 
provide services to veterans in Sterling through a shared 
Veteran’s Services Officer, and to raise and appropriate or 
transfer $20,000 from available funds to fund Sterling’s 
share of a Veterans Services District.

Town  NEWS
Voter Support
Continued  from page 9

been proven to save lives because of the immediate 
intervention that can be delivered prior to and during 
transport to the hospital emergency room, and has 
enabled the department to successfully resuscitate 
four cardiac arrest victims in the past six months 
alone. 

Currently the department employs two fulltime 
firefighter/paramedics that provide ALS service from 
7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Friday. To handle 
emergencies that occur outside these hours, the de-
partment relies on seven on-call paramedics that live 
in Sterling and three per-diem paramedics that live 
out of town. Recent retirements, combined with other 
commitments the on-call and per-diem paramedics 
have with their full-time employers, have made it im-
possible to sustain reliable service, especially during 
nights and weekends. As firefighter/paramedics, the 
new employees will be fully qualified to respond to 
all other emergency calls as well as medical emergen-
cies and will be involved in fire prevention, equipment 
maintenance, emergency preparedness and other 
day-to-day tasks. 

“Adding these two positions will give our residents 
access to advanced life support services around the 
clock, and not just during daytime hours,” says Hurl-
but. “The majority of residents are home at night, and 
should have this level of care available to them when-
ever they may need it.”  

The warrant for the Annual Town Meeting is available in 
the Town Clerk’s Office, Conant Public Library, the DPW, 
Sterling Municipal Light Department, Sterling Police 
Department, and the 1835 Town Hall Recreation Office. 
The warrant will not be mailed to individual households.
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Absentee ballots are in! People who are out of town on Monday, 
May 11 may come in to vote at the Town Clerk’s Office or apply 
for an absentee ballot by Friday, May 8. Deadline is 11:30 a.m.
STERLING TOWN ELECTION
Monday, May 11, 7 a.m. to 8 p.m., Houghton School
Sterling candidates

Board of Selectmen,
one 3-year term

Maureen M. Cranson
76 Albright Road

Michael L. Padula
139 Heywood Road

—

Board of Health,
one 3-year term

Gary C. Menin
8 Birch Drive
Candidate for re-election

Sue Valentine
27 Gibbons Drive

—

Municipal Light Board,
one 3-year term

Matthew V. Stelmach
2 Birch Drive
Candidate for re-election

—

DPW, one 3-year term

Gregg W. Aubin
40 Meetinghouse Hill Road
Candidate for re-election

WRSD School 
Committee
one 2-year term

Susan T. Hitchcock
6 Squareshire Road

—

Board of Assessors,
one 3-year term

Donlin K. Murray
230 Upper North Row Road
Candidate for re-election

—

Housing Authority,
one 5-year term

Karen C. Leclerc
3 Samuels Lane
Candidate for re-election

—

Library Trustee,
two 3-year terms

Alicia L. Emsley
7 Heather Lane

Edward R. Tatten
100 Rowley Hill Road

Moderator
one 3-year term

Mrithyunjaya K. 
Annapragada
40 Sandy Ridge Road

—

There is one 3-year posi-
tion for WRSD School 
Committee, and one 
5-year position for Plan-
ning Board that will not 
have any candidates on 
the ballot.
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Selectmen, BOH and Griffin squabble over lead paint issue
by Lex Thomas

A  joint meeting between the Board of Selectmen and 
the Board of Health on April 22 regarding lead paint 

contamination and nuisance issues at 33 Main St., Ster-
ling, resulted in several tense and contentious exchanges 
between the two boards, and later with Gary Griffin, the 
building’s owner. 

Directed by the Board of Selectmen, Town Administrator 
Michael Szlosek met with Griffin on April 13 to present a 
settlement agreement requiring Griffin to remove loose 
paint and repaint his property, beginning no later than 
July 1 and completing all work by August 1. 

Griffin declined to accept the settlement agreement, 
and sent Szlosek a letter on April 22 on behalf of the 
Griffin Powers Family Trust in which he proposed “starting 
to work on the building by no later than June 1, 2015,” and 
setting out a proposed work agenda to be completed by 
October 1, 2017.

Town Counsel Greg Corbo said that the Board of Select-
men and Board of Health have joint authority to issue an 
order to abate the nuisance, and that if the action is not 
complied with, the town can go to court to enforce the 
order, seeking permission to do the work at the owner’s 
expense, an action which would require a public hearing, 

which Corbo recommended. 
Board of Health Chair Gary Menin expressed concerns 

about the possibility of a countersuit from Griffin, and 
wondered whether the town is willing to assume respon-
sibility for the building if it eventually gains ownership 
through levying fines, as well as liability for Griffin’s legal 
expenses should he win a countersuit.

Corbo stated that, in his experience with similar cases, 
he doesn’t believe Griffin would have adequate grounds 
for a countersuit. Corbo also stated that taking action 
against a derelict property owner sends a message to 
other derelict property owners, that the town will not 
stand by and allow properties to fall into disrepair.

“We have a large and substantial track record of success 
in these types of cases,” he said.

According to Menin, there’s no underlying health hazard 
involved. “It’s the town eyesore,” he said, “and the town 
wants to get it corrected.”

Board of Health member Allen Hoffman disagreed that 
legal recourse should be taken against Griffin, and pro-
duced paint chip samples from 33 Main St., the 1835 Town 
Hall, and the Sterling Grange, which all contain lead. 

Corbo pointed out that the Board of Selectmen has 
broader powers than the Board of Health, which is 

Town  NEWS
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Each candidate was invited to submit a 
statement and/or answer questions posed 
by Sterling Meetinghouse News. Th e 
questions are listed with each offi  ce.
Board of Selectmen

Does the town need to develop a master plan for the 
future? If so, what do you recommend as priorities? How 
can the town revitalize the downtown area and fi ll empty 
buildings along Route 12? Should the town fi nd areas to 
reduce spending? If so, what are your recommendations? 
What do you recommend for the future of the 1835 Town 
Hall?

Board of Selectmen, one 3-year term
Maureen M. Cranson — 76 Albright Road

I’ve been a town resident for 
better than 40 years. I have raised 
my hand in a volunteer capacity 
often since I became a member of 
the Sterling community. I served 
on the Conservation Commission 
early in my residency and was a 
small business owner in town. I 
currently chair the Senior Center 
Building Committee and have for 
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Candidate STATEMENTS
mainly concerned with issues that impact public 
health, whereas the Board of Selectmen can focus 
more on the nuisance aspects of the issue.

“The Board of Health should not be viewed as a bar 
to the Board of Selectmen taking action,” he said.

However, Griffi  n says that the threat of legal action 
is discriminatory and is an attempt to force him to 
bow to the board’s demands and to give town counsel 
something to do.

Griffi  n referred to his track record of completing 
projects such as roads that he has built “with good 
taste and as a complement to the town of Sterling” as 
proof that he should be taken at his word, although 
he categorically refused to sign anything that would 
commit him to a work schedule set by the town. 

“You’re not giving me a chance to show that I will 
do what I say,” he said. 

Board of Selectmen Chair Brian Patacchiola stated 
that Griffi  n has had ample opportunity to address 
the issue over several years. Selectman Robert Cutler 
stated that action has to be completed before 2017, 
a completion date that he called “ridiculous.”

Selectmen voted unanimously to hold a public 
hearing on Thursday, April 30, at noon, to determine 
whether the building is a nuisance and what action 
should be taken.

Town NEWS
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Candidate STATEMENTS
three years. 

For many years I had been an event planner, both on 
my own as well as for some corporate entities. Much of 
my career has been in management and customer ser-
vice. Budgets, scheduling, frugality and effi  ciency played 
an important role in every capacity of each job. 

One of my philosophies has me often diff erentiating 
between wants and needs.  I would bring that attitude to 
the Board of Selectmen and apply it to all things budget-
related.

I feel as though some of our sense of community has 
sorely slipped away in the last few years! I would like to 
revive that sense of appreciation and respect that we 
should all have for each other. Our opinions may diff er, 
but in the end we are hopefully focused on attaining the 
same goals! 

When we incorporate good communication and co-
operation into our agenda we should be able to achieve 
tasks in a more timely and effi  cient manner. 

I would encourage more interaction between boards. 
Certainly the Finance Committee and selectmen should 
have a closer relationship. Working together and with 
other boards, I trust that we can do more justice to our 
taxpayers.

I want to see more individuals involved. We have a 
lot of knowledge and talent in Sterling that needs to be 

tapped. I want to see more 30-  to 50- year-olds start 
participating in their future as Sterling residents. I want 
some knowledgeable and experienced individuals that 
walked away from their eff orts for one reason or another, 
to come back and nurture the newbie.

I don’t profess to know it all. In the course of my career, 
I held to the belief that one should surround oneself with 
good people. When in doubt, know the people to ask and 
the places to fi nd the answers.

I believe that I would be a fair and open-minded 
selectperson. I would bring some diversity to the board. 
Certainly, I would be dedicated to the task! 

Board of Selectmen, one 3-year term
Michael L. Padula — 139 Heywood Road

I grew up in Lunenburg and graduated from high 
school there. For the last 25 years 
I have been self-employed, the 
owner of a trucking and equip-
ment company, located in Lunen-
burg.

I began my public service to the 
town of Sterling over 15 years ago. 
During those 15 years, I have served 
as a Planning Board member for 10 
years and an appointed member 
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Candidate STATEMENTS
to the Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission 
(MRPC); member of the Police Station Building Commit-
tee; initial member of the Earth Removal Board; member 
of the Building Needs Committee to determine the chal-
lenges and potential uses of the 1835 Town Hall; member 
of the Town Vault Building Committee; and member of 
the search committees for DPW Superintendent, SMLD 
General Manager, and town administrator (twice).

While my fi rst service to this community began with 
the initiation of the zoning change to regulate residential 
development of large tracts of land and to protect our 
farmland, I am most recently serving as a member of the 
Senior Center Building Committee.

I feel that my varied experience in town government, as 
well as in business, outweigh the limited involvement of 
my fellow candidate who has only served this community 
on one or two town boards/committees. My varied public 
service makes me uniquely qualifi ed to be a selectman 
for the town of Sterling.

The town should update its Master Plan with the quali-
fi ed individuals that are already working within the town. 
They could work together with other boards and the 
owners of properties in town and the downtown area 
along Route 12 to address the redevelopment and im-
provements that are required. This should coincide with 
reducing spending and should have little to no impact on 
taxes and/or services. Of course, the use of the 1835 Town 

Hall is a major part of the downtown redevelopment. 
Please support my candidacy with your vote on May 11.

Board of Health
What are the responsibilities of the Board of Health, and 

how you expect to contribute to the board’s eff ectiveness? 
Should the Board of Health be involved in developing and 
enforcing lead paint regulations for public buildings in 
Sterling?

Board of Health, one 3-year term
Gary C. Menin — 8 Birch Drive
Candidate for re-election

I have been on the Board of 
Health since 2009, have a BS/MS in 
Mechanical Engineering, a Masters 
in Environmental Studies, a certifi -
cate in Environmental Compliance 
from Northeastern University, and 
am retired from a position of Com-
pliance Manager in GE’s Environ-
mental, Health and Safety Department. 

I am a certifi ed Septic Inspector and Soil Evaluator and 
additionally qualifi ed as an EPA Smoke Reader (relative 
to the operation of outdoor heaters) and the only board 
member (present or prospective) so licensed. I am cur-
rently taking a course in epidemiology, and my project 
is a risk analysis of spraying to control the spread of WNV 
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Candidate STATEMENTS
and EEE. My plan is to soon test to be a Registered Sani-
tarian. 

Primary board duties are to plan reviews of new con-
struction/upgraded systems to assure compliance with 
the septic code. My fi rst experience with septic systems 
began while on vacations from GE when I would work 
with my father-in-law, who ran an excavation business, 
running his backhoe to excavate for drain fi elds. 

My goal is to actively promote not only compliance but 
also awareness of citizens’ rights, as a major tenet of Title 
5 (99 percent of the board’s concentration). For example, 
anyone can have their system inspected by a licensed 
inspector on a voluntary basis without the BOH being in-
volved. The key is to be reasonable, e.g., if the inspection 
results in determination of a stressed system, then the 
intent is to permit relaxed planning for a future repair. 

Another goal relates to fear that a failure determination 
will result in an unsightly mounded system. Technolo-
gies are available to reduce the size envelope which will 
well integrate a replacement design into a homeowner’s 
landscaping. My outreach is public education on those 
alternatives. 

Finally, I plan to champion a study to sewer the down-
town area. The scope would be a package plant sized to 
handle sewage from the area roughly bounded by Route 
12 to Bird Street. This area, critical to our own well fi elds, 
I believe is at risk and we should develop a plan before a 

problem arises. I am not in favor of sewering Sterling by 
way of an outside town tie-in, because I believe it would 
lead to the loss of Sterling’s rural character. 

I hope that you concur that my background and goals 
are important to the town and will be refl ected in your 
vote on May 11. 

Library Trustee
How is the library responding to the way people want 

access to information, and to how they use the library? 
How can the library increase awareness of its programs 
and services?

Library Trustee, two 3-year terms
Edward R. Tatten — 100 Rowley Hill Road

I have lived in Sterling for the 
past 35 years. With a degree in 
education, my career has been 
primarily as a sales team manager 
in the offi  ce equipment industry, 
more recently as a Higher Educa-
tion Specialist calling on selected 
colleges in Central and Eastern 
Massachusetts.

Last year I was invited to join 
the Library Steering Committee to help craft the 5-year 
plan required by the state. Our conversations centered 
on how libraries in general were evolving, and how we 
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Candidate STATEMENTS
could develop a vision of what our own library should 
and could be. Part of our process included varied focus 
group meetings with Sterling community members 
as well as visits and interviews with directors of many 
libraries in surrounding towns. I enjoyed this experience 
and am eager to continue my involvement with Ster-
ling’s library.

Since the world of information has certainly evolved, 
our challenge is to help the library adapt to the change. 
The most important ingredient in allowing the transi-
tion is for us to understand what brings people to the 
library now and what could bring others; what resources 
can we off er in response to peoples’ interests, hobbies, 
occupations, and endeavors to entice participation 
while remaining an eff ective cultural hub.

We found in the more vibrant libraries a smorgasbord 
of programs that touch a varied group of patrons. Our 
own ideas include bringing in more guest speakers, 
interesting Sterling residents, along with leaders and 
infl uencers with various professions and hobbies. 

An equally important component will be how eff ec-
tive the library can be in marketing itself to all ages and 
personalities. Our focus will be to continue to reach out 
to area schools, businesses and community groups to 
touch as many as possible for interaction, staying tuned 
to their interests while getting our message out. Methods 
will include e-mail, the website, and local newspapers.

In my business travels I have had occasion to visit 
many Massachusetts libraries, and my recent work on 
the steering committee reinforced my notion that our 
own library is one of the best. Now, I am looking forward 
to joining the dedicated and successful team, contrib-
uting to the process while helping Sterling’s library 
continue to be the model for others.

Town Moderator
What steps can the moderator take to ensure an orderly 

and fair town meeting? What do you feel is the most 
important thing you can do immediately to make town 
meeting run effi  ciently?

Town Moderator, one 3-year term
Mrithyunjaya K. Annapragada — 40 Sandy Ridge Road

Many of you know me as Amrith 
Kumar, but my name, as it will ap-
pear on the ballot, is Mrithyunjaya 
Annapragada. I am running for 
election to the position of Town 
Moderator. I have lived in Sterling 
since 2004 and have attended 
most of the town meetings since I 
moved to town. During this time, I 
have served the town as chairman 
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Candidate STATEMENTS
of the Personnel Board, and as a member of the Building 
Needs Committee.

I am the chief technology officer and founder of Tesora 
(www.tesora.com), a company I started in 2010. We work 
with some of the world’s largest corporations and de-
velop software that power databases in the cloud. In my 
professional career, I regularly conduct meetings attend-
ed by a large number of highly opinionated people from 
different companies, different countries, and with very 
different agendas and motivations. I have gained a lot of 
experience running large meetings, relying on Robert’s 
Rules of Order. These are the same rules that form the 
basis of Town Meeting Time that is used to run Sterling’s 
town meetings. 

Running an effective and efficient town meeting is the 
primary responsibility of the town moderator. I believe 
that my knowledge of the procedure and experience 
running large meetings will serve me well in ensuring the 
smooth running of our town meetings.

I have spoken with many people in town about my can-
didacy for the position of moderator, and most people I 
spoke with did not attend town meetings because they 
thought they were boring and unproductive uses of their 
time. I believe it is important that participation at town 
meetings be improved and I believe that a well-run meet-
ing is a required first step in that direction. 

Our new Town Administrator, Mr. Szlosek, has a lot 
more experience in this, and tells me he has some ideas 
to help improve the town meeting process. If elected, I 
look forward to working with him on these immediately. 

I believe that I have the requisite skills to be an effective 
town moderator. I would be honored to have your sup-
port at the polls, and to serve Sterling as town moderator.

In addition, the following candidates will 
be on the ballot…
Donlin K. Murray for re-election to one available seat 
on the Board of Assessors for a 3-year term.
Alicia L. Emsley for election to one of two available 
seats on the Board of Library Trustees for a 3-year term.
Gregg W. Aubin for re-election to one available seat on 
the DPW Board for a 3-year term.
Karen C. Leclerc for re-election to one available seat on 
the Sterling Housing Authority for a 5-year term. 
Matthew V. Stelmach for re-election to one available 
seat on the Sterling Municipal Light Board for a 3-year 
term.
Susan T. Hitchcock for election to one available seat on 
the Wachusett Regional School Committee for a 2-year 
term.
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Revised FY16 budget
On April 23, Superintendent of Schools Darryll 

McCall reported that regional transportation aid has 
been increased from 61 to 65 percent reimbursement. 
This increased state aid, coupled with lower costs of 
both the regular and special education transportation 
contracts, will result in a decrease of $643,674 in the 
transportation assessment to the towns. However, there 
is also an increase in charter school tuition-out expenses 
which, combined with a decrease in charter school aid, 
will increase the operational assessment by $51,872. 
Overall, total assessments to the towns have decreased, 
and the district is proposing a revised FY16 budget of 
$83,797,672, a 3.2 percent increase over the current year. 

Applewild at Devens open house
Applewild at Devens, Applewild School’s preschool, 

Pre-K, and child-care facility located at 27 Jackson Road, 
Devens, invites families interested in learning more 
about their year-round nature-based curriculum to 
attend their spring open house on Saturday, May 2, at 9 
a.m. Explore indoor and outdoor classrooms and meet 
the teachers. For information, visit applewild.org/learn-
more.

Monty Tech Greenhouse opening soon
Monty Tech’s on-site greenhouse will open to the 

public from Friday, May 8, through Friday, June 5, 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday through Friday, when school is in 
session.   Inventory includes a wide variety of hanging 
baskets, annuals, perennials, and vegetable and herb 
plants. Birdbaths, garden statues and concrete benches, 
all made in Monty Tech’s masonry program, will be on 
sale. The greenhouse is located behind the school 
building, 1050 Westminster St. (Rte. 2A), at the Fitchburg-
Westminster line.

Applications being accepted for 
Maypother Scholarship

The Rick Maypother Memorial Scholarship is available 
to any graduating senior from Sterling who plans to 
attend college in the fall. Scholarship applications are 
available at givelovefight.org or at the Wachusett 
Regional High School guidance office. Send completed 
application to Karen Maypother, 2 Glendale Ave., 
Sterling MA 01564. Application deadline is May 31. 

Thank you for supporting a 24-year 
tradition of caring in Sterling!

The Palm Sunday Promenade Committee

THANK YOU!
The following area businesses and

organizations generously supported the 
2015 Palm Sunday Promenade for People:

Bergeron Realty
Clearview Farm

Four Star Connections
Fraticelli Oil Co.

Ground Control Corporation
James E. Burrows, CPA

Leominster Credit Union
Miles Funeral Home

Sterling Chocksett Club
Sterling Meetinghouse News

St. Richard’s Church Knights of Columbus

School  NEWS
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More discussion needed about kindergarten lottery
by Jamie Chase G alv in

On April 13, the WRSD School Committee discussed 
the full day lottery kindergarten system within the 
district. From January until March 20, applications were 
available to families interested in pursuing the option of 
full day kindergarten. The lottery took place on March 27, 
with 297 applications received for 267 available spaces. 

Parents were notified of their child’s status and ad-
vised of the necessary reservation and payment pro-

cedures to secure their space. WRSD will offer full day 
kindergarten spaces to those students unable to secure 
a spot as a result of the lottery at other schools that 
have full day openings still available. The WRSD School 
Committee discussed the need to further explore this 
issue, with space and funding named as two of the big-
gest obstacles to being able to offer free full day kinder-
garten to all students within the district at their home 
schools.
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New programs for 
veterans at Fitchburg 
State and Monty Tech

New programs for veterans are now available at 
Montachusett Regional Vocational Technical School 
and Fitchburg State University, thanks to a $50,000 
grant from the Massachusetts Department of Higher 
Education making it possible for discharged veterans 
who have military experience in healthcare to receive 
academic credit for their military training. 

Healthcare MOS’s can enroll in the LPN (Licensed 
Practical Nurse) program at Monty Tech, and military 
trained LPNs can enroll in the Veteran LPN to BS in 
Nursing program at Fitchburg State. Academic credit 
for each of these programs will be awarded to indi-
vidual applicants according to their specifi c military 
training.

Veterans who earn a BS in nursing will be positioned 
for employment in the Veterans Health Administration 
(VHA), located throughout the state. These systems are 
accessed by veterans for primary, specialty and mental 
health care, including psychiatric, substance abuse 
and PTSD services.

Fitchburg State University and Montachusett Re-
gional Vocational Technical School are now accepting 
applications for fall 2015 semester.

For more information, contact Holly LaFrance, MSN, 
Director, Practical Nurse Program, Montachusett Re-
gional Vocational Technical School, at lafrance_holly@
montytech.net or 978-345-9200, ext. 510; or Linda 
McKay, Chairperson, Department of Nursing, Fitchburg 
State University, at lmckay@fi tchburgstate.edu or 978-
665-3222.

School  NEWS
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Chamber “Business After Hours”
The Wachusett Area Chamber of Commerce will host 

a “Business After Hours” networking event on Tues-
day, May 12, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., at The Draught 
House Bar & Grill, located at 42 West Boylston St., West 
Boylston. The event, sponsored by The Stone Cobblers, 
now located in West Boylston, will feature network-
ing, hors d’oeuvres, a cash bar and door prizes. $15 
per person. Chamber members and non-members are 
welcome. To register, call 508-829-9220, email info@wa-
chusettareachamber.org, or visit wachusettareacham-
ber.org.

Free first-time homebuyers’ seminars 
Leominster Credit Union will host a series of free first-

time homebuyers’ seminars each Wednesday through-
out May in Worcester, Clinton, Holden and Leominster. 
A team of real estate experts including a realtor, home 
inspector, attorney, and financing professionals will 
present the program. For information and to register, 
visit Leominstercu.com/homes. 

Chamber hosts Scholarship Scramble 
Golf Tournament

The Wachusett Area Chamber of Commerce will host 
its Scholarship Scramble Golf Tournament on Monday, 
May 18 at Wachusett Country Club in West Boylston. 
Shotgun start at noon. The Chamber is seeking players, 
sponsors and prizes for this event. Proceeds benefit the 
Wachusett Area Chamber of Commerce Scholarship 
Fund which this year will award three $2,000 scholar-
ships to graduating seniors who reside in the Wachu-
sett area.

The cost is $125 per player, which includes greens fee, 
cart, hors d’oeuvres and dinner. In addition there will be 
drawings, a silent auction and special contests through-
out the day.  

Players of all ability levels are welcome. To register, 
send each golfer’s name, address, email and phone 
number, along with payment, to the Wachusett Area 
Chamber, 1174 Main St., Holden, MA 01520. To register 
online, visit wachusettareachamber.org. Registrations 
are due May 9

For more information, call 508-829-9220 or email 
info@wachusettareachamber.org. 
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        Sterling-Lancaster Community TV
    Broadcast Schedule May 2 to 8,2015

Comcast Channel 8

Saturday Genre
6:00 AM The Steve Katsos Show - Ep 142 Variety
6:30 AM Barbara and You - Fitchburg Art Interview
8:00 AM Village Church Service Religion

10:00 AM AUC College Church Service Religion
11:30 AM On Your Computer - Ep.2 Educational
12:00 PM Painting Journeys - Ep.3 Hobby
1:00 PM InFocus – The Maestro Part 1 Documentaries
2:00 PM On Your Computer - Ep.2 Educational
3:00 PM Painting Journeys - Ep.3 Hobby
4:00 PM Animal Adventures - Ep.10 Children
5:00 PM Valley Homegrown - Something Else Music
6:15 PM The Song – Hannah Mohan Music
7:00 PM InFocus – The Maestro Part 1.mpg Documentaries
8:00 PM Painting Journeys - Ep.3 Hobby
9:00 PM On Your Computer - Ep.2 Educational

10:00 PM Barbara and You - Fitchburg Art Interview

Sunday
6:00 AM The Steve Katsos Show - Ep 142 Variety
7:00 AM Trinity Bolton Church Service Religion
9:00 AM ECC  Service Religion

11:00 AM Trinity Lutheran Church Service Religion
12:05 PM Painting Journeys - Ep.3 Hobby

1:05 PM InFocus - The Maestro Part 1 Documentaries
2:00 PM On Your Computer - Ep.2 Educational
3:00 PM Painting Journeys - Ep.3 Hobby
4:00 PM Animal Adventures - Ep.10 Children
5:00 PM Valley Homegrown - Something Else Music
6:15 PM The Song - Hannah Mohan Music
7:00 PM InFocus - The Maestro Part 1 Documentaries
8:00 PM Painting Journeys - Ep.3 Hobby
9:00 PM On Your Computer - Ep.2 Educational

10:00 PM Barbara and You - Fitchburg Art Interview

Monday-Friday  
6:30 AM Steve Katsos Show - Ep 143 Variety
7:30 AM Barbara & You - MINH Interview
9:00 AM Recipes for Better Living - Eggrolls Cooking

10:00 AM Body Sculpt with Elizabeth - Ep 6 Health
11:00 AM NRHS US First Team 1768 Local
12:00 PM Channel 8 Community Updates News
12:30 PM Pawdoption - Dogs Animals
1:00 PM InFocus - The Maestro Part 2 Documentaries
2:00 PM Church Services Religion
4:00 PM Animal Adventures - Ep.11 Children
5:00 PM Valley Homegrown - Span Sunshine Music
6:15 PM The Song - Katie Sachs Music
7:00 PM InFocus - The Maestro Part 2 Documentaries
8:00 PM Channel 8 Community Updates News
8:30 PM Pawdoption - Dogs Animals
9:00 PM NRHS US First Team 1768 Entertainment

10:00 PM Barbara & You - MINH Interview

Please note this schedule is subject to change. 
Refer to www.slctv.us for any updates.

        Sterling-Lancaster Community TV
    Broadcast Schedule May 9 to May 15,2015

Comcast Channel 8

Saturday Genre
6:00 AM The Steve Katsos Show - Ep 143 Variety
6:30 AM Barbara and You - MIHN Interview
8:00 AM Village Church Service Religion

10:00 AM AUC College Church Service Religion
12:00 PM Channel 8 Community Updates News
12:30 PM Pawdoption Dogs Local
1:00 PM InFocus - The Maestro Part 2 Documentaries
2:00 PM NRHS US First Team 1768 Local
3:00 PM Channel 8 Community Updates News
3:30 PM Pawdoption Dogs Local
4:00 PM Animal Adventures - Ep.11 Children
5:00 PM Valley Homegrown - Span Sunshine Music
6:15 PM The Song - Katie Sachs Music
7:00 PM InFocus - The Maestro Part 2 Documentaries
8:00 PM Channel 8 Community Updates News
8:30 PM Pawdoption Dogs Local
9:00 PM NRHS US First Team 1768 Local

10:00 PM Barbara and You - MINH Interview

Sunday
6:00 AM The Steve Katsos Show - Ep 143 Variety
7:00 AM Trinity Bolton Church Service Religion
9:00 AM ECC  Service Religion

11:00 AM Trinity Lutheran Church Service Religion
12:05 PM Channel 8 Community Updates News
12:30 PM Pawdoption Dogs Local
1:00 PM InFocus - The Maestro Part 2 Documentaries
2:00 PM NRHS US First Team 1768 Local
3:00 PM Channel 8 Community Updates News
3:30 PM Pawdoption Dogs Local
4:00 PM Animal Adventures - Ep.11 Children
5:00 PM Valley Homegrown - Span Sunshine Music
6:15 PM The Song - Katie Sachs Music
7:00 PM InFocus - The Maestro Part 2 Documentaries
8:00 PM Channel 8 Community Updates News
8:30 PM Pawdoption Dogs Local
9:00 PM NRHS US First Team 1768 Local

10:00 PM Barbara and You - MINH Interview

Monday-Friday  
6:30 AM Steve Katsos Show - Ep 144 Variety
8:00 AM Your Right to Know Interview
9:00 AM Eat Well Be Happy - Root Pancakes Cooking

10:00 AM Visions For Health - Ep 15 Health
11:00 AM On the History Trail - Joseph Felcone History
12:00 PM SMLD Building Reconstruction Local
12:30 PM Ask Dog Lady - Ep.1 Educational
1:00 PM InFocus - Child Porn Documentaries
2:00 PM Church Services Religion
4:00 PM Animal Adventures - Ep 12 Children
5:00 PM Amazing Things Concert 2015 Music
6:15 PM The Song - Jeff Martell Music
7:00 PM InFocus - Child Porn Documentaries
8:00 PM SMLD Building Reconstruction Local
8:30 PM Ask Dog Lady - Ep.1 Educational
9:00 PM On the History Trail - Joseph Felcone History

10:00 PM Your Right to Know Interview

Please note this schedule is subject to change. 
Refer to www.slctv.us for any updates.

Please note this  schedule  is  subjec t  to  change.
Refer  to  w w w.s lc t v.us  for  any updates.

Sterl ing-L anc aster  Communit y T V
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Sterling Agricultural Commission hosts talk to 
protect farmland
by James Barbato

On April 20, Brad Mitchell, Director of Government 
Relations for the Massachusetts Farm Bureau 

Federation, spoke to an audience of 50 people at First 
Church in Sterling about Massachusetts General Law 
(MGL) Chapter 61, which has several parts. Chapter 61 
covers forestry, 61A deals with agriculture, and 61b ad-
dresses recreational land use. Speaking primarily about 
61A, Mitchell explained that to qualify, a farm must 
have at least five acres of land and have been in com-
mercial production for the last two years. Additionally, 
the farm has to show proof of sales of at least $500 for 
the first acre and $5 per acre for the remainder. 

“There has been a 25 to 30 percent increase in the 
number of Massachusetts farms because of the recent 
surge in people wanting to buy locally grown produce,” 
he said, adding that “the total number of acres under 
cultivation has decreased because many farms have 
been sold to developers”. Under 61A, the town has first 
right of refusal on the sale of land taken out of 61A and 
may assign its right to a local nonprofit, such as a land 
trust.

Mitchell’s talk focused on several changes to Chapter 
61A which the Farm Bureau has proposed to the state 
legislature. One change, if passed, would define a farm 
as having at least five acres but no production time 
limit, or having two to five acres with the two-year 

time limit in order to apply for 61A tax status. Farms 
with less than two acres could be allowed 61A status 
with approval from town government.

Other laws Mitchell discussed related to 61A land 
being exempt from the Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act, and MGL 40, Section 3, which permits 
a town to regulate farms, but not to zone them out of 
existence, nor require excessively restrictive permits. 
Mitchell pointed out that town boards of health have 
the authority to regulate farmers markets, the keep-
ing of livestock and setback rules. Mitchell identified 
lack of oversight as a problem with the power given to 
boards of health. In response to this, the Farm Bureau 
has recommended changes to the laws which would 
prevent any board of health from passing farm-related 
regulations without the approval of the town’s agricul-
tural commission.

As well, in an attempt to preserve the state’s farm-
lands, the Farm Bureau has proposed legislation modi-
fying the rules regarding estate tax. Currently, when 
a farmer dies, the estate tax formula taxes the land at 
a rate based on its highest and best use, often forcing 
heirs to sell some or all of the land to developers in 
order to pay the tax levy. 

“While I’m no tax expert, farm owners and their heirs 
who wish to continue farming should consult an estate 
planning lawyer,” Mitchell advised

L o c a L  H a p p e n i n g s
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‘Stamp Out Hunger’ food drive
The 23rd annual Letter Carriers’ Food Drive takes 

place on Saturday, May 9. The Food Drive is held in 
more than 10,000 cities and towns across America. It’s 
an eff ort to raise national awareness about the real, 
ongoing problem of hunger in every community. Set 
out your food donation well before your letter carrier’s 
normal delivery time. Note that he or she will be deliv-
ering and collecting mail in addition to collecting food 
donations, so delivery time could be later than usual. 
For more information on this worthwhile event, visit 
nalc.org/community-service/food-drive.

75 years of Sterling wildlife
The Sterling Historical Society hill host Marion Larson, 

who will speak about wildlife in Sterling and Worcester 
County, and how it’s evolved over the past 75 years, on 
Tuesday, May 12, 7 p.m. at the Legion Hall on School 
Street. Discover the role science, sportsmen, and con-
servationists have played in restoring many kinds of 
wildlife seen today and the challenges for the future. 
For more information email info@sterlinghistorical.org 
or call 978-422-6139.

L o c a L  H a p p e n i n g s

Y.A.H.O.O. for spring!
The spring Y.A.H.O.O. season kicked off  its fi rst two 

weeks with yard work to clear eight houses and the 
Town Common. There have already been a total of 218 
hours volunteered by about 50 kids participating in 
the program. Y.A.H.O.O. is open to students in grades 
7 through12. For more information or to sign up, visit 
sterlingyahoo.org.

Y.A.H.O.O volunteers hard at work clearing 
the Town Common.

C
o

n
tr

ib
n

u
te

d
 P

H
O

TO
 



25SterlingMeetinghouseNews.com • May 2, 2015

P
H

O
TO

 b
y 

R
ic

ka
rd

 M
ak

i 

(L - r) Matthew and Madelyn Hardy lifting off  in the 
bucket ride at the SMLD Open House on April 23.

L o c a L  H a p p e n i n g s

Wachusett Food Pantry   
The WFP is a volunteer operation that provides 

monthly emergency food to any family with either 
a short- or long-term need. Any resident of Sterling, 
Holden, Paxton, Princeton, or Rutland is eligible. Proof 
of residency is required. Located in the Cream Crock 
Distribution Building, 50 Worcester Road, (Rte 12), 
Sterling. Distribution is on Friday, May 15 for seniors, 
and Saturday, May 16 for the general public, from 9 to 
11 a.m. Donations of non-expired food items, personal 
care products, and paper goods are gratefully accepted. 
Clean, intact plastic bags are also required for use at 
distribution. For more information, call 978-563-1064, 
email wfp@wfp1995.org, or visit wfp1995.org. 

 
Apple Blossom barbeque

Kick off  barbeque season at Meadowbrook Orchards 
on Saturday, May 16, 5 to 8 p.m., 209 Chace Hill Road, 
Sterling. For more information, call 978-365-7617, or 
visit meadowbrookorchards.com.

Sterling Grange dinner
Sterling Grange is holding a dinner on Saturday, May 

16 at First Church in Sterling, 6 Meetinghouse Hill Road, 
at 5:30 p.m. Menu includes cranberry chicken, mashed 
potatoes, green beans, rolls, beverage, and pineapple 
upside down cake. $9 for adults, $5 for children under 
12. For reservations, call 978-464-2379 or email your 
name and the number of tickets required to sterling-
grange53@gmail.com. Proceeds benefi t the Grange Hall 
Renovation Fund. 

Dinner will be followed by a performance by Parents’ 
Choice Award-winning storyteller, Davis Bates, funded 
in part by grants from the Lunenburg, Shirley, and Sterling 
cultural councils, local agencies supported by the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council.

Free cooking program 
Learn to cook healthy, aff ordable, and delicious meals 

at this free, 6-week program. 
Participants will work with nutrition and culinary 

instructors to prepare simple and quick recipes, and 
learn to shop for aff ordable, healthy food. Tuesdays, 
May 19 through June 23, 10 a.m. to noon at the WHEAT 
Community Café, 272 High St., Clinton. Presented by 
Cooking Matters Massachusetts in cooperation with 
UMass Memorial Clinton Hospital, Clinton Community 
Partnerships for Children, Parent Child Home Program, 
and United Way WHEAT Community Connections. To 
register, call 978-368-3716.
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Eagle Scout Court of Honor 

On Sunday, April 26, Sterling Boy Scout Troop 1 held 
an Eagle Scout Court of Honor at First Church in Sterling 
to celebrate the Eagle Scout status achievement of 
Grant Chapman and Jay Maher.

Chapman started scouting as a Tiger Cub and continues 
to participate in Troop 1 as an assistant scout master. 
He has earned 26 merit badges. His most memorable 
scouting trips include a week-long canoeing trip on the 
Allagash River and snowboarding down Tuckerman’s 
Ravine. He has hiked the 272-mile Long Trail in Vermont 
with his troop, in fi ve week-long backpacking trips. His 
Eagle Scout project was to repair and paint the Sterling 
town gazebo.  He plans to study chemical engineering 
at the University of Massachusetts in Amherst in the fall.

Maher started scouting in 2003. He has earned 30 
merit badges.  His most memorable scouting experience 
was being a counselor at Camp Wanocksett where he 
taught scout skills to younger boys. His Eagle Scout 
project was restoring and remarking the Dawson nature 
trail behind Dawson School in Holden. He also repainted 
the seating areas on the trail and posted educational 
signs. He plans to pursue a major in marketing and a 
minor in management at the University of Hartford’s 
Barney School of Business. 
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(L to r) Todd Chapman and his son Grant, Jay Maher 
and his father John, at the Eagle Court of Honor.
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Library  NEWS

Youth events at the library
Conant Public Library, 4 Meetinghouse Hill Road, 

Sterling, has events for kids of all ages.
Family movie night – Tuesday, May 12, 6 p.m. “Padding-
ton.” Paddington Bear joins the Brown family of London 
for some hair-raising adventures! Baker Room. Popcorn 
served. Call 978-422-6409 to register.  
Pajama story hour – Wednesday, May 15, 6 p.m. Bring a 
favorite stuff ed friend to this owl-themed program. Call 
978-422-6409 to register. 

Classics Book Club at the library
The Classics Book Club meets the fi rst Wednesday of 

the month at 1 p.m., at the Conant Public Library. Selec-
tion for May 6 is “The Turn of the Screw” by Henry James. 
Published in 1898, this Gothic ghost story is considered 
to be the fi rst ghost story with real-world realism. Books 
are on pre-order and can be picked up at the library. Call 
978-422-6409 to register. 

Busy beavers are hard at work
Beavers, some of Sterling’s busiest residents, are already 

hard at work on the Rail Trail and other local beaver 
hangouts. Conant Public Library invites you to join local 
naturalist and educator, Terri Klingler for an informative 
talk about beavers. Saturday, May 9, 10:30 a.m., in the 
Baker Room of Conant Public Library. Appropriate for 
adults and older children with adult accompaniment. Call 
978-422-6409 to register.  

Special screening of “Still Alice”
Conant Public Library will host a special screening of 

“Still Alice,” the 2014 fi lm based on the best-selling novel 
by Lisa Genova. The fi lm features an Oscar-winning 
performance by Julianne Moore, who plays a linguistics 
professor diagnosed with early onset Alzheimer’s Disease. 
Tuesday, May 19, 6 p.m., in the Baker Room. Call 978-422-
6409 to register.

Library bookstore is open for business
The Friends of the Conant Public Library bookstore 

off ers the chance to buy some great, gently used books 
at unbeatable prices. Adult fi ction and non-fi ction, and 
a large selection of children’s books. Prices range from 
25 cents to $1. Located in the lower level, open during 
regular library hours. 

Birds of the New England Swamp 
up close

Wildlife photographer Peter Christoph, one of New 
England’s best known wildlife photographers, presents 
a narrated slideshow, sharing both his award-winning 
images and photographic secrets as he takes his audi-
ence inside a typical New England swamp, providing 
an intimate look into many varieties of birds, includ-
ing ospreys and herons, shorebirds, woodpeckers, and 
other cavity dwellers. Cristoph captures their activities 
including building the nest, feeding their young, and 
catching their prey. Wednesday, May 6, 3:30 and 6:30 
p.m., at Conant Public Library. Call 978-422-6409 to 
register.  
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Get in shape with Sterling Recreation
Summer is just around the corner. Time to get in 

shape with a great workout for all ages. For a full list of 
programs and registration forms, visit sterling-ma.gov. 
Click on Government, then Recreation under Depart-
ments, or call 978-422-3041, email recreation@sterling-
ma.gov, or stop by the office at 31 Main St., Sterling.

Active Kids
T-Ball Squirts – Ages 3 to 5. Tuesdays, April 27 to June 

8, 10 to 11 a.m. Muddy Pond T-Ball Field. $95, pro-rated 
for late joiners.

DRIVE Pre-school Soccer – Pre-K with parent. Satur-
days, May 2 to June 6, 8 to 9 a.m. Houghton School field. 
$75, pro-rated for late joiners.

Mommy/Daddy & Me Kayaking – Ages 1 to 5 with 
adult. Thursday, May 7, 14 and 21, 10 to 11:30 a.m. Town 
beach. $105/pair. 

After School Tennis – Grades 5 to 8. Mondays, May 
18 to June 15, 3 to 4 p.m. Chocksett Middle School. $65.

Active Adults and Teens  at 1835 Town Hall 
Boot Camp – Wednesdays, May 6 to June 24, 5:30 to 
6:30 a.m. $96.
Booty Barre – Thursdays, May 21 to June 25, 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. $62 per session or $13 drop-in.
Gentle Yoga – Thursdays, May 14 to June 25, 10:30 to 
11:30 a.m. $13 per class. $70 per session or $13 drop-in.
Fitness Yoga – Thursdays, May 14 to June 25, 7 to 8 p.m. 
$13 per class. $70 per session or $13 drop-in. 

 Naga Fitness with Gina
All classes are $90/10 classes or $10 drop-in per class.
Kettlebells – Wednesdays, 9:15 to 10:15 a.m., 7 to 8 
p.m., and Saturdays 8 to 9:15 a.m.
Power Yoga – Tuesdays, 7 to 8:15 p.m., and Saturdays 
9:30 to 10:45 a.m.                          
Beginner/Intermediate Yoga – Wednesdays, 5:30 to 
6:45 p.m.
Butts & Guts-Tuesdays, 5:30 to 6:45 p.m.

Opening day is here!
The George P. Gibbs, Jr. Sterling Little League and 

Sterling Girls Softball Association opening day parade 
Saturday, May 2 (rain date May 3), 11:30 a.m., at the 
White Historical Building on Route 62, marching west 
to the West Sterling Major League field. Ceremony  
followed by games, food and fun.  All are welcome. 

Gibbs fundraiser 
The Gibbs Little League will hold its first Gibbs Golf 

Tournament Fundraiser on Thursday, May 28, at  
Wachusett Country Club in West Boylston. Proceeds 
benefit field improvement, equipment upgrade, and 
Sterling Girls Softball. Golfer registration $125 per 
person until May 14, and $135 after. For information, 
contact Hollie Lucht at Gibbsllgolf@comcast.net or 978-
422-2930.

Recreation  NEWS
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Senior Center happenings
The Sterling Senior Center is located in the Butterick 

Municipal Building on Park Street. Office hours are 8:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Monday to Thursday, and 8:30 a.m. to 
noon on Friday. For more information call 978-422-3032.
Health Care Proxy talk – Monday, May 4, 12:30 p.m. Lisa 
D’Elia from Sterling Healthcare will explain why everyone 
should choose someone to make health care decisions 
for them in the event of an emergency, how to pick the 
right person, and who should have a copy of your health 
care proxy documentation.
Annual Town Meeting – Monday, May 4, 7 p.m., Chock-
sett Middle School gymnasium. 
Movie – Thursday, May 7, 1 p.m. Come watch a movie 
that explores the story behind the story of Mary Poppins. 
Free popcorn.
Annual Town Election – Monday, May 11, 7 a.m. to 8 
p.m., Houghton Elementary School. To arrange a ride to 
the polls, call the Senior Center at 978-422-3032.
Student performance – Tuesday, May 12, 12:45 p.m. 
Performance by Village Green Preschool students.
Seeking volunteer seniors – Thursday, May 14, 9 a.m. Six 
volunteer seniors needed to help student nurses practice 
taking medical histories. Call the Senior Center to sign up.

Annual Mother’s Day Tea Party – Thursday, May 14, 1 
p.m. Bring your own teacup for one of the best events of 
the year. $1 per person for tea and treats. Call 978-422-
3032 to sign up by Monday, May 11. 
Volunteer Appreciation Dessert Social – Monday, May 
18, 1 p.m. Senior Center volunteers over the past year will 
receive an invitation to this event.
SHINE counselor – Thursday, May 21, a counselor will be 
available to answer health insurance questions. Appoint-
ment required. 

Elder Keep Well Clinic – Thursday, May 21, noon to 2 p.m. 
Senior breakfast at Chocksett Middle School – Friday, 
May 22, 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. Enjoy a great breakfast and 
entertainment. Call 978-422-3032 to sign up by Friday, 
May 15.

Our computers are Internet accessible, so 
come in to use them.

A pool table is available for impromptu games or 
practice.

We provide transportation in our senior van. $1 round-
trip in town, $2 roundtrip out of town. No charge for 
transportation to the Senior Center. Call 978-422-3032 at 
least 48 hours in advance to make a reservation.

Senior Center  NEWS
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American Legion meeting
There will be a regular meeting of 

the Hiram O. Taylor Post 189 of the 
American Legion on Monday, May 4, 
7:30 p.m., at the post hall on School 
Street in Sterling.

Spring in Bloom Fair 
Saturday, May 9 (rain or shine), 8 

a.m. to 2 p.m., Pilgrim Congregational 
Church, 26 West St., Leominster 
(next to the library). Kid’s carnival, 
yard sale, fl owers, plants, jewelry, 
books, and baked goods. Raffl  es and 
silent auction. Continental breakfast 
and lunch, including sandwiches, 
hot dogs, pastries, coff ee, and soda 
will also be available. 

Monthly Lyme Foundation 
meeting

The Central Mass Lyme Foundation 
will hold a meeting on Saturday, 
May 9, 1 to 3 p.m., at the Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 90 Holden St., 
Worcester. For more information, 
call 1-888-511-LYME, or visit Central-
MassLyme.org.

Farmers Market gearing up
The Sterling Farmers Market 2015 

season kicks off  on Friday, May 
15, and runs every Friday through 
October from 3 to 6:30 p.m. at 1 
Park Street (in front of the Butterick 
Municipal Building), in downtown 

Sterling. 
Live music, free face painting and 

crafts for the kids, local business 
sponsors handing out Farmer Funds, 
monthly crafters, special events, and 
a wide variety of local vendors off er-
ing fresh products are all part of this 
year’s market. 

Vendors include Zoll Cellars Winery,
Shamrock Hives Farm, Elzire’s Acre 
Goat Milk Soap, Sunny Knoll Farm 
Alpacas, Dawn’s Delights of Holden 
(gluten-free foods), Sunshine 
Meadow (soaps), Crystal Brook Farm, 
Clearview Farm, and Meadowbrook 
Orchards.  

Local business sponsors are 
needed to support the market. The 
$250 sponsorship fee helps provide 
payment as well as Farmer Funds 
to the musicians who play at the 
markets, electricity and tents, craft 
supplies for the kids, and promotion 
and growth of the market. Sponsors 
are welcome to set up and hand 
out marketing materials as well as 
$100 in Farmer Funds (included in 
their sponsorship). They also receive 
signage at the market and promo-
tion on the market’s Facebook page. 
Sponsors are needed for dates 
throughout the 2015 season 

Vendor applications are currently 
being accepted. For more infor-
mation, visit the ‘Sterling Farmers 
Market’ page on Facebook or email 
sterlingfarmersmarket@gmail.com. 

Save the date! Annual Plant 
Sale coming soon

The Sterling Garden Club will hold 
its annual Plant Sale on Saturday, 
May 16, 9 a.m. to noon, rain or shine, 
on the Sterling Town Common. This 
year, the club is thrilled to off er over 
a dozen David Austin roses. For over 
50 years, he has been one of the 
premier growers of English rose cul-
tivars. In addition to perennials there 
will be annuals, herbs, trees, shrubs, 
grasses, ground covers, hybrid day-
lilies, a table of unusual plants not 
available in local nurseries and trees 
including Japanese Maple. Shrubs 
being off ered include ninebark, 

C
o

n
tr

ib
n

u
te

d
 P

H
O

TO
 

Sterling Garden Club members 
prepare for their Annual Plant Sale.
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25, beginning at 11 a.m. at Hillside 
Cemetery. 

Buses for participants will start 
running at 10 a.m. from the Legion 
Hall on School Street to the Fire Sta-
tion on Main Street, then to Hillside 
Cemetery on Route 62. Marchers 
will begin formation at 10:45 a.m. 
The parade will proceed to Oak Hill 
Cemetery, Old Cemetery, Memorial 
Park (behind the Fire Station), and to 
the Sterling Town Common for the 
observance program. 

The Avenue of Flags will be on 
display from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Hill-
side Cemetery, weather permitting. 
Anyone, including Boy Scouts and 
Girl Scouts, who would like to help 
honor deceased veterans should 
arrive at the cemetery at 7:30 a.m. to 
help raise the fl ags. 

Sterling Extension Group tea
The Sterling Extension Group 

will hold its 2nd Annual High Tea 
on Thursday, May 28, 9:30 a.m., at 
Sterling Historical Society, 7 Pine St., 
Sterling. Bring a teacup and a fun 
hat. To register, email adele1973@
hotmail.com. 

Nar-Anon support group in 
Sterling

A Nar-Anon family support group 
meets every Thursday, from 7:15 to 
8:30 p.m., at St. Richard of Chich-
ester, Downstairs Chapel, 4 Bridge 

St., Sterling. Nar-Anon is a 12-step 
group for family and friends of those 
who are addicted to drugs.

summersweet, clematis, wisteria and 
hibiscus.  

A drawing of items including Red 
Sox tickets, books, jewelry, plants, 
container gardens and other items, 
will take place during the event.

Proceeds from the sale support 
civic beautifi cation projects and 
educational programs for students 
in the Sterling schools as well as 
other activities. To donate plants, or 
off er plants from your garden to be 
collected by club members, call Pat 
Thomas at 978-422-3566. 

Ham and bean supper 
The Hiram O. Taylor American 

Legion Post 189 will hold a ham and 
bean supper on Saturday, May 23, 
at 5:30 p.m. at the First Church in 
Sterling hall. Takeout available. A $10 
donation is requested. For tickets, 
contact Bruce Daigneau at 508-852-
8186, Bob Temple at 978-479-0086, 
or Doug Harey at 508-853-9157.

Memorial Day parade 
The Hiram O. Taylor American 

Legion Post 189 has announced that 
Sterling’s annual Memorial Day Pa-
rade will take place on Monday, May 

NEADY Cats kitty seeks 
loving home!

Meet Dawn, a beautiful 4-year-
old dark brown tiger tabby with 
big green eyes looking for a loving 
home in the Sterling area. Dawn 
came to the shelter, because a child 
in her former family developed al-
lergies. She is sweet and quiet, but 
loves attention. She’d be a perfect 
pet for a working person, as she’s 
content to snooze or busy herself 
watching birds outside the window.  
For more information about Dawn, 
or any of the NEADY cats,  email 
Marilyn@neadycats.org.  

C
o

n
tr

ib
n

u
te

d
 P

H
O

TO
 

Dawn
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